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SWEETPOTATO
PRODUCTION

“A sweet potato vine may seem modest, but it hides a wealth of sustenance.”
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[ntroduction
Thig comic book provides a fun and engaging guide to sweetpotato farming, highlighting the best field management

practiceg.

[t helpe farmers improve their yields while addresging common challenges in sweet potato production.

[n the next comic book, we have also developed engaging stories demongtrating innovative ways to process and
market sweet potato, thug empowering farmers, entrepreneurs, and communities to maximize the crop’s potential

for increased income and food security.
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[ Sweetpotato root production
Sweet potato root production ig the mogt common Fracﬁce among Sweet potato farmerg. There are factorg a farmer
mugt congider when planting sweet potatoes. The

iret ie gite gelection.

Sweetpotatoeg ehould be planted on land where the [t ig not advigable to plant sweet potatoes where other root
crop hag not been grown in the pagt two years o and tuber crope had been planted in the previous two cea-
reduce pest and digeage infestation. gong becauge they have similar nutrient requirements.

Choose loamy well drained and deep oile
when gelecting the site to grow sweet
potatoee




2 Land preparation
Depending on the gize of the field and farmers” preferences, toolg that can be used during land preparation include
hand hoe, ox-drawn plough or tractor.
preparation for cultivation.

or virgin land, primary tillage ie recommended to open up the soil in

create a finer goil etructure, which ig ideal £

Land i¢ prepared early enough for planting sweet potatoes
90 ag to allow enough time for plant regidues to rot and
releage nutrientg to the goil
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Secondary tillage is an important gtep after pimary tillage, refining
the goil texture for planting. Using hand hoeg for thig process helpg
to break down larger clumps of goil left from primary tillage and

Deep ploughing ie neceseary becauge it
allows eagy penetration and expangion of
roote in the Q0il. g

Sweet potatoes should be planted at the onget of the
rainy geagon, avoid planting late in the growing
geagon ag thig exposes the crop to drought and
weevil damage.




3a

Key considerations for sweet
potato farming.

Select your planting materiale from a
clean, healthy, vigoroug-looking crop.

3e

Preparation of planting cuttings
Selected planting material ehould be clean, free
of ingecte, coil peste and symptome of viruges or
fungal diseages.

Use cuttings that are young
Spreferablg 2-3monthe old) - vineg
rom older crop produce lese vigoroug
crop and poor yield._

3b
Where to source quality

planting materials for sweet
potato farming.

Vine cuttings can be sourced from
research ingtitutiong (KALRO
Centreg), commercial seed producers
or trained geed multipliers.

The apical (tip) portion of the vine is recommended for
Flanﬁng. Due 1o distance from the <oil, the tips are more
ikely to carry lege sweet potato weevile and pathogens.

Recommended length of vineg ig 25 -30 em length
with 3 - 4 nodes. 7



4. Planting methods Sweet Fo’ra’ro vineg cuttings are planted at
Sweet potatoes are planted on moundg or on ridgeg of varying an angle with the vine endg towards the
i centre of ridge or mound.

2/3 of the vine cutting ie buried in the goil at 4 g_)g%%lgiggn?%%ndg, thy should be one mefre ide and.

depth is 4-6 cm.

Both mounds and ridges can be used but ridges are
more preferred. Thig ig because ridges lead to higher
yields, allow for mechanization and intercropping,
congerve moigture and reduce goil erogion.




For optimum yields, engure that the sweet potato field is well managed by applying good agronomic practices. [t ig
favourable to plant sweet potato mixed with other cropg like maize, beans, simsim, and sorghum.
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Biodiversity helpe reduce the impact of weeds and pests.
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Hand weeding or uge of a hand hoe
ie done twice when the geedbed hag
been well prepared.
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Biodivergity aleo Joromo’reg goil fertility due to
water.

Within the firet 2 weeks after
planting, fill the gaps where planted
vineg have died for complete field
etablighment. During the growing
period, roote are exposed due to
cracke and rainfall.

Practice hilling up which enhanceg
soil aeration that helps roote grow
deeper and more robust. Thig practice
reduceg the rigk of tuber exposure,
which can lead to sunburn and pest
damage, particularly from ingecte and
diceages that thrive in moigt, poorly
aerated goilg

Sweet potato production offers
endlese pogsibilities for improving

livelihoods, enhancing nutrition and
creating new market opportunities.
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